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ably, Russia and the United States of America.
Both are the homes of vast and varied populations
whose total numbers are near enough to equality
one with the other to afford a basis for comparison.
Both are the scenes of social experimentation on
an enormous scale, and the fate of our civilization
will probably be determined according as either
of them succeeds or fails. The two experiments,
indeed, are in opposite directions; the Russian in
the direction of the maximum of social regimen-
tation, the American (in theory at least) in the
direction of the minimum. That Russia is in the
experimental stage few will deny; that America
should be so, after a century and half of national
existence, may seem at first sight to be a statement
contradicted by history* But it has to be remem-
bered that the founders of the Republic were, in
the main, men of the Anglo-Saxon tradition
legislating for a relatively small community of like
tradition with themselves. They had no fore-
sight, and could have none, of the immensely
different conditions to which the Republic would
have to adapt itself in these latter days. They
had no foresight of the enormous increase in the
number of the population, of the variety of its
elements and the diversity of its interests; none
of the tides of foreign immigration and the swamp-
ing of the original strains by races gathered from
the four corners of the earth; none of the libera-
tion of the slaves and their rapid increase from
three million to twelve; none of the progress of